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To complement the City’s excellent inventory of all trees 
on public land, the Victoria Community Association 
Network (VCAN) has involved each neighbourhood in an 
inventory of Garry oaks and other elements of 
biodiversity on private property. Each neighbourhood 
developed their own approach and will be reporting back 
to residents on what they learned and what we have 
learned about the larger patterns within our urban forest.

Victoria Community 
Association Network



Figure 1: Woodland Meadow behind Government House. 2024

Project Description

The urban area of the City of Victoria is the Garry oak ecosystem (GOE)–– a fact often left out of 
discussions on the urban forest.  

- connect people, cultural connections to the territory, map current Garry Oak distribution, 
enhance canopy equity

- to directly benefit residents and wildlife, wildlife corridors for the movement and dispersal of 
organisms, and establish nodes of functioning 

- Assist in protecting and restoring the function of sensitive ecosystems and natural areas, 
including habitat corridors and assist with the parks acquisition strategy (9.2 of the Official 
Community Plan). 



Figure 2. Google Maps, City of Victoria, 19.68 km2 

Neighbourhoods



Figure 3. 1858 land survey map. Excerpt from map of Victoria District, c. 1850s as surveyed by Pemberton. 
Courtesy of the BC Surveyor General's Office.Call number 28 tr 2. The brown is Garry oak areas, the pink is wetland/riparian (which might have had oaks)  
and the dark green is mostly coniferous forests. https://web.uvic.ca/vv/student/gardening/Surveying/Maps/map1.html
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Historical
Garry Oak Ecosystems
of Greater Victoria &

Saanich Peninsula

Credits

Ecosystem mapping by Ted Lea, Terrestrial Information Branch, British
Columbia Ministry of Sustainable Resource Management, Victoria, B.C.

Digital Products by Dan Horth and Duncan Richards of HR GISolutions Inc., with
support from Tim Brierley, Terrestrial Information Branch, B.C. Ministry of
Sustainable Resource Management.

Funding was provided by the B.C. Ministry of Sustainable Resource
Management, and Forest Renewal British Columbia, Terrestrial Ecosystem
Restoration Program (TERP).
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1800 Garry Oak Ecosystem

Figure 4: Lea, T. 2006. Historical Garry Oak Ecosystems of 
Vancouver Island, British Columbia, pre-European Contact to 
the Present. Davidsonia  17(2):34–50 (GOERT) 
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Fig 5: https://goert.ca/about/what-remains/ 
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History of Place

Old individual/open
grown trees
persist in parks 
and neighbourhoods

Fig 6: Description/Paradigm      
250 years old for wet coastal areas, and 140 years for dry 
interior areas. “New definitions are being considered.” 
Reference Government of British Columbia 



Fig 7: Pre-colonial Garry oak tree at Topaz Park, Victoria BC. Drilled to 50cm and was over 275 years old. 
Is considered old growth tree by provincial definition 

History of Place



Events

Figure 8: June 05, 2024 - Walking tour with Dave Clark at Woodland Meadow behind Government House



Events

Fig 9: July 6, 2024: Kings Park (Fernwood) with Ryan Senechal with old growth Garry oak trees. 175-300, and 500 years old. 



Fig 10: Old growth Garry oak in Kings Park (Fernwood), 500 years old. 

Events



Figure 11: City of Victoria tracks Garry oak trees on city property are mapped in the form of an individual tree. CRD has Garry oak ecosystem extents in 1800 and 1997 in their geospatial catalog. These are 
aerial GIS layers. Screenshot showing the 3 layers together (COV public tree inventory, GOE 1800, GOE 1997). White dots are individual Garry oak tree locations as of Sept. 2023. Brown is Garry oak 
ecosystem historical estimate for 1800. Blue is Garry oak ecosystem estimate for 1997. Screen capture via Ryan Senechal. 
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Mapping Methods

Figure 12: Screen capture of VCAN Google Map 2024 



Mapping Methods

Figure 14: Screen capture of VCAN Mapping Tutorial 2024



Figure 15: Screen capture of  NAM Presentation slides to VCAN 2024



Figure 16: Screen capture of  RUSH Presentation to VCAN - website 2024



Figure 17: Photo of VCAN Mapping Project Wrap up event Nov 16, 2024 at the NeighbourhoodSpace 709 Douglas Street.



Future

Publish results: VCAN, RUSHRandD, GOMPS

VCAN and Natural Asset Management (NAM). School 
groups, planting seedlings and native plant gardens

Organize, compile, and convert data into format 
for further analysis and mapping 

Presentation materials and text for developments

City of Victoria - Assist in protecting and restoring the function of 
sensitive ecosystems and natural areas, including habitat corridors and 
assist with the parks acquisition strategy (9.2 of the Official Community 
Plan) collectively as a group for all neighbourhoods.
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